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THE UNITED KINGDOM <- GREAT BRITAIN <- ENGLAND <- WESSEX 

The Anglo-Saxon rulers of Wessex managed to establish their hegemony over many of the other Anglo- 
Saxon kings in the first half of the 9 th century. ALlfred (Alfred) turned the tide on a major incursion by the 
Danish Vikings, confining them by treaty and baptizing their leaders. The reorganized realm quickly evolved 
into a true kingdom of England. In the first half of the 11 th century England was conquered by the kings of 
Denmark, but the throne reverted to the Anglo-Saxon line in the person of Eadward (Edward) the Confessor. 
The succession crisis that ensued on the childless death of the king in 1066 ended with the conquest of England 
by Duke Guillaume II of Normandy, who became king as William I. By marriage and inheritance the House of 
Normandy was succeeded by the House of Blois in 1135, and it by the House of Anjou (Plantagenet) in 1154. 
Royal prerogatives were limited in the Magna Carta during the reign of King John. While the nobility was able 
to cause significant trouble for weaker kings, strong kings like Edward I (who summoned the first Parliament) 
were able to engage in an aggressive foreign policy, most notably in Wales (which was annexed) and Scotland. 
Edward Ill’s claims to the French throne ushered in the Hundred Years War, which started in 1337 and ended 
only in 1453. In spite of some notable English successes, like the battles of Crecy (1346), Poitiers (1356), and 
Agincourt (1415), the English were expelled from France, retaining only Calais (which they lost in 1558). 

The house of Anjou was succeeded by its cadet lines of Lancaster and York, engaged in an exhausting civil 
war (War of the Roses) during the second half of the 15 th century. The battle of Bosworth (1485) brought the 
House of Tudor to the throne, which vacillated between seeking Parliamentary consent and ruthlessly 
suppressing opposition, as seen for example in the religious policies of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, who 
established the Anglican Church with the monarch as its head. Papal and Spanish opposition pushed England 
into alliance with protestant powers and led to English depredations against Spanish shipping in the Atlantic. 
With the accession of James VI Stewart of Scotland (James I of England), all of Great Britain was united under 
one crown. Coming to terms with Spain in 1604, Britain’s new monarchs shifted their attention away from 
supporting freebooters to colonization across the Atlantic. This brought Britain into rivalry with the Dutch and 
conflicts with France, which it won. 

The absolutist tendencies and Catholic sympathies of the House of Stewart cost it the crown twice (1649 
and 1688), first replacing it with a republican regime (the Commonwealth), and then with Protestant monarchs 
in the persons of James II’s daughter Mary II and her husband and cousin William III of Orange-Nassau. After 
the death of Queen Anne in 1714, the throne passed to the House of Hanover, which ended with another 
queen, Victoria, in 1901. Through Victoria’s marriage to her cousin Albert, the throne then passed to the 
House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, which was renamed House of Windsor for patriotic reasons during World War I. 
In the meantime, during the second half of the 18 th century, Britain had lost the Thirteen Colonies in North 
America (the United States) but begun to build up a colonial empire in India and the Pacific. The British 
government participated in the resistance to Napoleonic domination in Europe in the early 1800s and after this 
pursued a policy of relative isolation. It continued to expand (especially in the Indian Ocean), and ruled the 
seas, abolishing the slave trade in 1807 and slavery in 1834. But the rise of nationalism and the stress of two 
world wars undermined British imperialism in the 20 th century. Decolonization led to the independence of 
some polities (e.g., Ireland) and the loose association of others into the Commonwealth of Nations, in which the 
British monarch serves as the real or symbolic head of each sovereign state. 

The royal title “king of the English” was changed to “king of England” during the reign of Kingjohn. From 
1603 the title was “king of England and Scotland,” and from 1707 “king of Great Britain.” The state was 
renamed “United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland” in 1801, and “United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland” in 1927. In 1876—1948 the British monarch was also “emperor of India.” 

In the list below, the names of pre-Conquest monarchs are given in standardized Anglo-Saxon forms (e.g., 
ALl fred instead of Alfred, and Eadward instead of Edward). For earlier rulers, see Rulers of the Anglo-Saxons. 

Kings of Wessex, of England, of Great Britain, of the United Kingdom 

House of Wessex 

802—839 Ecgberht ... son of king Ealhmund of Kent, son of Eafa, son of Eoppa, son of Ingild, brother 
of Ine of Wessex; king of Wessex 
839—858 ALthelwulf... son of Ecgberht 
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858—860 zEthelbald ... son of zEthelwulf; associated 855 
860—866 zEthelberht... son ofzEthelwulf 
866—871 Althelred I ... son of Hlthelwulf 
871—899 Alfred, the Great ... son of Althelwulf 
899—914 Eadward I, the Elder ... son of Alfred 
924 Allfward ... son of Eadward I 
924—939 jEthelstan ... son of Eadward I 
939—946 Eadmund I, the Magnificent ... son of Eadward I 
946—955 Eadred ... son of Eadward I 
9 5 5 —9 5 9 Eadwig, the Fair ... son of Eadmund I 
9 5 9 ~ 97 5 Eadgar I, the Peaceable ... son of Eadmund I 

975 — 978 Eadward II, the Martyr "... son of Eadgar I 
978—1013 jEthelred II, Unred ... son of Eadgar I; deposed 
House of Denmark 

1013 —1014 Sweyn (Svend I), Forkbeard ... son of king Harald I of Denmark; Denmark 986—1014 

House of Wessex 

1014—1016 zEthelred II, Unred ... restored 

1016 Eadmund II, Ironside ... son of HIthelred II 
House of Denmark 

1016—1035 Cnut I (Knud II)> the Rich ... son of Sweyn; rival since 1014; Denmark 1019—1035 
1035—1037 Cnut II (Knud III), Harthacnut ... son of Cnut I; deposed; Denmark 1035—1042 
1037—1040 Harold I, Harefoot ... bastard son of Cnut I; regent since 103 5 
1040—1042 Cnut II, Harthacnut ... restored 
House of Wessex 

1042—1066 Eadward III, the Confessor son of HIthelred II 

1066 Harold II ... brother of Eadgyth, widow of Eadward III; son of earl Godwine of Wessex 

1066 Eadgar II ... son of Eadward, son of Eadmund II; deposed, died c.i 126 
House of Normandy 

1066—1087 William I, the Conqueror ... bastard son of duke Robert I of Normandy, son of duke 
Richard II, brother of Emma, mother of Cnut II and Eadward III 
1087—1100 William II, the Red... son of William I 
1100—1135 Henry I, Beauclerc ... son of William I 
House of Blois 

1135 — 1 141 Stephen ... son of count Etienne-Henri of Blois by Adela, daughter ofWilliam I; deposed 

House of Normandy 

1141 Matilda ... daughter of Henry I; deposed, died 1167 

House of Blois 

1141 —1154 Stephen ... restored 

+ Eustace ... son of Stephen; associated 115 2—1153 
House of Anjou (Plantagenet) 

1154—1189 Henry II, Curtmantle ... son of Matilda by count Geoffrey V of Anjou 
+ Henry, the Younger... son ofHenry II; associated 1170—1183 
1189—1199 Richard I, Lionheart... son of Henry II 
1199—1216 John, Fackland ... son of Henry II 

— Louis, the Fion ... son ofking Philippe II of France; rival 1216—1217; France 1223 — 1226 

1 Canonized as saint 1101. 

1 Canonized as saint 1161. 
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1116—1271 
1172—1307 
1307-1327 
1327-1377 
1377-1399 
House of Lancaster 
1399-1413 
1413—1411 
1412—1461 
House of York 

1461—1470 

House of Lancaster 

1470- 1471 
House of York 

1471- 1483 
1483 

1483-1485 
House of Tudor 
1485-1509 


1509-1547 

I547-I553 
House of Grey 

1553 

House of Tudor 
1553-1558 
& 1 5 54-1 5 58 

1558—1603 
House of Stewart 
1603—1615 

1615—1649 


Henry III ... son of John 
Edward I, Longshanks ... son of Henry III 
Edward II ... son of Edward I; deposed, died 1327 
Edward III... son of Edward II 

Richard II ... son of prince Edward of Wales, son of Edward III; deposed, died 1400 

Henry IV, of Bolingbroke ... son of duke John of Lancaster, son of Edward III 
Henry V, of Monmouth ... son of Henry IV 
Henry VI ... son of Henry V; deposed 

Edward IV ... son of duke Richard of York, son of Richard, son of duke Edmund, son of 
Edward III 5 ; deposed 

Henry VI ... restored; deposed, died 1471 

Edward IV ... restored 

Edward V ... son of Edward IV; deposed, died 1483? 

Richard III ... brother of Edward IV 

Henry VII ... son of earl Edmund of Richmond by Margaret Beaufort, daughter of duke 
John of Somerset, son of earl John of Somerset, brother of Henry IV; married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Edward IV 

— Edward 4 ... pretended son of George, duke of Clarence, brother of Richard III; rival in 

Ireland 1487; deposed, died 1515 

— Richard 5 ... pretended son of Edward IV; rival in Ireland 1494—1497; deposed, died 1499 
Henry VIII ... son of Henry VII 

Edward VI ... son of Henry VIII 

Jane ... daughter of duke Henry of Suffolk by Frances Brandon, daughter of duke Charles of 
Suffolk by Mary, daughter of Henry VIII; deposed, died 1554 

Mary I ... daughter of Henry VIII 

Philip (Felipe II) ... husband of Mary I; son of emperor Karl V; Naples and Sicily 15 54—1598; 

Aragon and Castile 1556—1598; of Portugal 1581 — 1598 
Elizabeth I ... daughter of Henry VIII 

James I ... son of king Henry of Scotland 6 by queen Mary I of Scotland, daughter of king 
James V, son ofkingjames IV by Margaret, daughter of Henry VIII; Scotland 1567—1615 
Charles I ... son of James I; also Scotland 


5 Although duke Edmund of York was a younger son of Edward III than duke John of Lancaster, the House of 
York claimed precedence over the House of Lancaster, because duke Richard of York was the son of Anne 
Mortimer, daughter of earl Roger of March, son of earl Edmund by Philippa, daughter of duke Lionel of 
Clarence, son of Edward III; this Lionel was an elder brother of John of Lancaster and Edmund of York. 

4 Originally named John or Lambert Simnel, son of Thomas Simnel; the real Edward, earl of Warwick, was 
executed in 1499. 

5 Originally named Perkin Warbeck, son of John de Warbecque; the real Richard, duke of York, had died in the 
Tower, probably in 1483. 

6 Henry Stewart, lord Darnley and king-consort of Scotland, was himself son of earl Matthew of Lennox by 
Margaret Douglas, daughter of earl Archibald of Angus by Margaret, daughter of king Henry VII of England. 
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1649—1660 (interregnum 7 ) 

1660—1685 Charles II ... son of Charles I; also Scotland; legitimist claimant since 1649 

1685 —1688 James II ... son of Charles I; also Scotland; deposed; rival in Ireland 1689—1690; died 1701 

1689—1694 Mary II ... daughter of James II; also Scotland 
House of Orange 

& 1689—1701 William III ... son of stadholder Willem II of the Netherlands by Maria Henrietta, daughter 
of Charles I; husband of Mary II; also Scotland; Netherlands 1671—1701 

House of Stewart 

1701—1714 Anne ... daughter of James II; also Scotland; queen of Great Britain from 1707 
House of Hanover 

1714—1717 George I ... son of elector Ernst August of Hanover by Sophie, daughter of elector 

Friedrich V of the Palatinate by Elizabeth, daughter of James I 
— James... son of James II; rival in Scotland 1715 —1716 and 1745 — 1746; died 1766 
1717—1760 George II ... son of George I 

1760—1810 George III ... son of prince Frederick Lewis of Wales, son of George II; king of the United 
Kingdom from 1801; king of Hanover from 1814 
1810—1830 George IV ... son of George III; regent since 1811; also Hanover 
1830—1837 William IV ... son of George III; also Hanover 
1837—1901 Victoria ... daughter of duke Edward of Kent, son of George III 
House ofSaxe-Coburg-Gotha from 1917, of Windsor) 

1901 —1910 Edward VII ... son of Victoria by Albrecht of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, son of duke Ernst I of 

Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld 

1910—1936 George V ... son of Edward VII 

1936 Edward VIII ... son of George V; abdicated, died 1971 
1936—1951 George VI ... son of George V 

1951— Elizabeth II ... daughter of George VI 

SCOTLAND 

According to tradition, the kingdom of Scotland was formed with the union of the kingdoms of the Scots 
and Piets by Kenneth I in 841, in part motivated by Viking pressure on both peoples. Nevertheless, the 
monarch was still normally designated “king of the Piets” until c. 900, when the title became “king of Alba.” The 
monarchy gradually came to be known as Scotland. The subsequent weakening of the British kingdom of 
Strathclyde allowed its takeover by Scotland. The kingship was weakened by chronic competition between rival 
lines of the royal house until it achieved a greater degree of stability after the accession of Malcolm III in 1058. 
Attempted expansion to the south failed, but Scottish kings obtained lands in England (e.g., the earldom of 
Huntingdon) as vassals of the English crown. On the death of Queen Margaret in 1290, the succession was 
contested between numerous claimants, and the resulting instability led to the involvement of the English king 
Edward I as mediator. In 1296 Edward I imposed himself as ruler, but was expelled a decade later by the 
“national” king Robert I Bruce, who successfully resisted the renewed English offensive under Edward II. A 
period of weakened kingship followed Robert I’s death, and the House of Stewart (Stuart) inherited the throne 
in 1371. Although the Stewarts attempted to strengthen royal power and to assert themselves against England, 
several kings were either murdered or perished in battle. Mary I faced opposition from the nobility and the 
Scottish protestant church, and was deposed in favor of her son James VI. In 1603 James VI succeeded to the 
throne of England (as James I) and brought together the two countries in a personal union. The two kingdoms 
were formally united into the “Kingdom of Great Britain” in 1707, later the “United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland” (1801) and the “United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” (1927). Scotland 
preserved some of its legal and religious institutions, and underwent a revival in commerce and industry in the 

7 Oliver Cromwell served as Lord Protector 1653 —1658; his son Richard Cromwell served as Lord Protector 
1658—1659, before resigning (he died in 1712). 
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18 th century. While remaining part of the United Kingdom, it restored its own parliament in 1999. Earlier 
kings of Piets and of Scots have been listed elsewhere (see Early Briton Rulers). 

The names of Scottish monarchs are given in standard English forms, followed by Gaelic forms in italics 
(the orthography is given in Middle Gaelic until c.i 100, Modern Gaelic after c.i 200). 


House of Dal Riata 
839—858 

858-861 
861-876 
876-878 
878—889 
& 878—889 
889—900 
900-943 

943-954 
954-961 
961—967 
967-971 
971-995 

995-997 

997-1005 

1005—1034 
House of Dunkeld 
1034—1040 

House of Moray 
1040—1057 

1057— 1058 

House of Dunkeld 

1058— 1093 

1093— 1094 
1094 

1094— 1097 
& 1094—1097 

1097—1107 
1107—1114 
1114—1153 

1153-1165 

1165—1114 


Kings of Alba and Scotland 

Kenneth I (Cinded) ... son of king Alpin II (Ailpin) of the Dal Riata Scots; king of the Scots 
839, and of the Piets 841/847 
Donald I (Domnall) ... brother of Kenneth I 
Constantine I (Cusantin) ... son of Kenneth I 
Aed ... son of Kenneth I 
Giric ... son of Donald I; deposed 

Eochaid ... son of king Rhun of Strathclyde by daughter of Kenneth I; deposed, died 889 

Donald II (Domnall) ... son of Constantine I 

Constantine II (Cusantin) ... son of Aed; abdicated, died 951 

Malcolm I (Mdel Coluim) ... son of Donald II 

Indulf (Ildulb) ... son of Constantine II; abdicated, died 961 

Duff (Dub) ... son of Malcolm I; deposed, died 967 

Cuilen, Ring ... son of Indulf 

Kenneth II (Cinded) ... son of Malcolm I 

— Olaf (Amlalb) ... son of Indulf; rival 971—977 
Constantine III (Cusantin), the Bald ... son of Cuilean 
Kenneth III (Cinded) ... son of Duff 

+ Giric ... son of Kenneth III; associated 997—1005 
Malcolm II (Mdel Coluim) ... son of Kenneth II 

Duncan I (Diinchad), the Gracious ... son of abbot Crinan of Dunkeld 8 by Bethoc, 
daughter of Malcolm II 

Macbeth (Mac Bethad) ... son of Findlaech of Moray by Donada, daughter of Malcolm II 
Lulach, the Fool ... son of Gillacomgen of Moray by Gruoch, daughter ofBoede, son of 
Kenneth III 

Malcolm III (Mdel Coluim), Canmore ... son of Duncan I 

Donald III (Domnall), Bane ... son of Duncan I; deposed 

Duncan II (Dunchad) ... son of Malcolm III 

Donald III (Domnall), Bane ... restored; deposed, died 1099 

Edmund (Etmond) ... son of Malcolm III; associated; deposed 

Edgar (Etgair) ... son of Malcolm III 

Alexander I (Alaxandair), the Fierce ... son of Malcolm III 

David I (Dabid), the Saint 9 ... son of Malcolm III 

— Malcolm (Mdel Coluim) ... son of Alexander I; rival 1124 and 1130—1134; deposed 
Malcolm IV (Mdel Coluim), the Virgin ... son of earl Henry (Eanric) of Huntingdon, son of 

David I 

William I (Uilliam), the Lion ... brother of Malcolm IV 


8 Crinan of Dunkeld was the son of Duncan (Dunchad) of Atholl, son of Malcolm I. 

9 Recognized as saint but never formally canonized. 
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I114—I149 
1149—1186 
House of Norway 
1186—1190 

1190— 1191 
House of Balliol 

1191— 1196 

1196—1306 
House of Bruce 
1306—1319 

1319-1371 
House of Balliol 
1331 

House of Bruce 
1331-1333 
House of Balliol 
1333-1336 
House of Bruce 
1 336 —i371 
House of Steivart 

1371-139° 

1390—1406 
1406-1437 
1437-1460 
1460—1488 
1488—1513 
1513-1542 
1541-1567 
& 1558—1560 
& 1565—1567 
1567—1615 
1615—1649 
1649—1651 
1651—1660 
1660—1685 
1685—1688 

1689—1694 


Alexander II (Alasdair) ... son of William I 
Alexander III (Alasdair) ... son of Alexander II 

Margaret (Maighread), the Maid ... daughter ofking Eirik II of Norway by Margaret, 
daughter of Alexander III 
(interregnum under English arbitration) 

John (Iain) ... son of John Balliol by Devorguilla, daughter of Alan of Galloway by Margaret, 
daughter of earl David of Huntingdon, brother of William I; abdicated, died 1313 
(interregnum under English occupation IO ) 

Robert I (Raibeart) ... son of Robert, son of Robert, son of Robert of Annandale by Isabella, 
daughter of earl David of Huntingdon, brother of William I 
David II (Ddibhidh) ... son of Robert I; in exile 1334—1341, in English captivity 1346—1357 

Edward (Eideard) ... son of John; deposed 

David II (Ddibhidh) ... restored; deposed 

Edward (Eideard) ... restored; deposed, rival till 1341, resigned claims 1356, died 1364 

David II (Ddibhidh) ... restored; in English captivity 1346—1357 

Robert II (Raibeart) ... son of Walter Stewart by Marjorie, daughter of Robert I 
Robert III (Raibeart) 11 ... son of Robert II 

James I (Seumas) ... son of Robert III; in English captivity until 1414 

James II (Seumas) ... son of James I 

James III (Seumas) ... son of James II 

James IV (Seumas) ... son ofjames III 

James V (Seumas) ... son ofjames IV 

Mary I (Main) ... daughter ofjames V; abdicated, died 1587 

Francis (Francois II) ... married Mary I; son ofking Henri II of France; France 1559—1560 

Henry (Eanraig) Stewart ... married Mary I; son of earl Matthew of Lennox 

James VI (I ofEngland) (Seumas) ... son of Mary I; England 1603 —1615 

Charles I (Tearlach) 11 ... son ofjames VI; also England 

Charles II (Tearlach) ... son of Charles I; deposed 

(interregnum ,? ) 

Charles II (Tearlach) ... restored; legitimist claimant since 1651; also England 
James VII (II ofEngland) (Seumas) ... son of Charles I; also England; deposed; rival 1689—1690 
died 1701 

Mary II (Mdiri) ... daughter ofjames II; also England 


10 During this period Scottish resistance to English rule was carried out in the name of John by William Wallace 


and other Scottish leaders. 

11 Originally named John. 

11 Canonized as saint 1660. 

Oliver Cromwell served as Lord Protector 1653 
1658—1659, before resigning (he died in 1712). 


1658; his son Richard Cromwell served as Lord Protector 
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House of Orange 

& 1689—1701 William III (Uilleam) ... son of Willem II of Orange-Nassau by Maria Henrietta, daughter of 
Charles I; husband of Mary II; also king of England; Netherlands 1671—1701 

House of Stewart 

1701—1707 Anne (Anna) ... daughter ofjames II; Great Britain 1707—1714 
(union with England into Great Britain 1707) 

STRATHCLYDE 

The old British kingdom of Strathclyde had become part of Scotland by 889, but it retained some of its 
autonomy, and was granted out to members of the Scottish royal house from the beginning of the 1 o th century. 
These rulers were often the intended or eventual successors to the Scottish throne and tended to resign the 
throne of Strathclyde to their own intended heirs in turn. The accession of Malcolm III as king of Scotland in 
1058 resulted in the definitive union of Strathclyde with Scotland. The list below includes only kings reigning 
after the initial merger of Strathclyde with Scotland in the late 9 th century; earlier kings are listed elsewhere (see 
Early Briton Rulers). The names are given in standard English forms, followed by Middle Gaelic forms in italics. 

Kings of Strathclyde 

908—f.915 Donald I (Domnall) ... son of king Aed of Scotland; abdicated, died 934 

f.915 — 937 Owen I (Edgan) ... son of king Donald II of Scotland 

937—945 Donald II (Domnall) ... son ofDonald I; deposed, died 945: 

945—954 Indulf (Ildulb) ... son ofking Constantine II of Scotland, brother ofDonald I; Scotland 
954-961 

954—961 Duff (Dub) ... son ofking Malcolm I of Scotland; Scotland 961—967; deposed, died 967 
961—973 Donald III (Domnall) ... son of Owen I; abdicated, died 975 
973 — 99° Malcolm I (Mdel Cohum) ... son ofDonald III; deposed 

990—995 Malcolm II (Mdel Coluim) ... son ofking Kenneth II of Scotland, brother of Duff; deposed 
995—997 Malcolm I (Mdel Coluim) ... restored 
997—1005 Malcolm II (Mdel Coluim) ... restored; Scotland 1005 — 1034 
1005—1018 Owen II (Edgan), the Bald ... son ofDonald III 

1018—1034 Duncan (Dtinchad), the Gracious ... son of abbot Crinan ofDunkeld by Bethoc, daughter of 
Malcolm II; Scotland 1034—1040 

1034—1058 Malcolm III (Mdel Coluim), Canmore ... son ofDuncan; Scotland 1058—1093 
(union with Scotland 1058) 

MORAY (MUREB/MOIREABH) 

A subkingdom of the Piets, Moray retained almost complete autonomy within the Scottish monarchy. The 
rulers of Moray bore the title of mormaer but the early history of the principality is very poorly known. The 
dynasty intermarried with the kings of Scotland and the mormaers Macbeth and Lulach asserted themselves as 
kings there in 1040—1058. The region was more fully integrated into Scotland only in 1130, and the office of 
mormaer ended in 1147, although occasional revolts broke out as late as 1115. The names are given in standard 
English forms (where applicable), followed by Middle Gaelic forms in italics. 

Mormaers of Moray 

f.960—f.980 Duncan (Dtinchad) ... son of Morgan (Morggdn) 

f.980—f.985 Rory (Ruaidri) ... son ofDonald (Domnall), brother ofDuncan 

f.985—f.990 Mael Brigte ... son of Rory 

c. 990—1010 Findlaech ... son of Rory 

1020—1019 Malcolm (Mdel Coluim) ... son ofMael Brigte 
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1019—1031 Gilla Comgain ... son of Mael Brigte 

1031—1057 Macbeth (MacBethad) ... son of Findlaech; Scotland 1040—1057 

1057— 1058 Lulach, the Fool ... son of Gilla Comgain; also Scotland 

1058— 1078 Mael Snechtai... son ofLulach; deposed, died 1085 

1078— c.i 117 Aed ... husband of daughter ofLulach 

c. 1117—1130 Angus (Oengus) ... son of Aed 

1130—1147 William (Uilliam) ... son of king Duncan II of Scotland; married daughter of Angus? 

(to Scotland 1147) 

MAN (MANNIN) 

The Vikings had conquered the Western Isles (the Hebrides and Man) from their British and Irish lords 
during the first half of the 9 th century. A series of virtually independent governors ruled the isles in the name of 
the Viking kings of Dublin and York from the late 9 th to the mid-io th century. The independent kingdom of 
Man was founded by Godred I in 1079, and survived as such, in spite of brief external interventions, until it 
became a vassal of Scotland in 1164. The other Isles had seceded from Man under the heirs of Somerled in 
1164. In the period that followed, Man passed back and forth between Scotland and England and suffered Irish 
invasions. The English king Edward III ceded the island to William Montague, and Man remained a sovereign 
lordship (with interruptions) until the sovereign rights were sold to the United Kingdom in 1765. The lords of 
Man continued to use the royal title until it was given up by Thomas Stanley III in 1504. Since 1765 Man has 
remained a dependency of the United Kingdom without being formally part of that kingdom or of the 
Commonwealth of Nations. 

Kings in Man and the Isles 

Viking House of Dublin 

972—977 Magnus ... son of Harald of Limerick, son of king Sigtrygg II of Dublin 
977—989 Godred I ... brother of Magnus 
989—1005 Ragnall ... son of Godred I 
1005—? Kenneth ... son of Godred I 
?—1034 Sweyn ... son of Kenneth 
1034—1052 (to Orkney) 

1052—1061 Margad ... son ofking Ragnall III ofWaterford 
Irish House of Leinster 

1061 — 1070 Murchad ... son of king Diarmait I of Leinster; Dublin and Leinster 1052—1070 
Viking House of Dublin 

1070—1074 Godred II ... son of Sigtrygg, son ofking Olav III of Dublin 
1070—1079 Fingal ... son of Godred II; deposed 

Kings of Man 

House of Man 

1079—1095 Godred I, Whitehands ... son of (?) Harald the Black 
1095 — 1099 Lagman ... son of Godred I; deposed, died 1111 ? 

House of Norway 

1099—1103 Sigurd ... bastard son ofking Magnus III of Norway; abdicated; Norway 1103 — 1130 
House of Munster 

1103 —1114 Domnall ... son of Teige, son ofking Tairrdelbach of Munster; deposed, died 1115 
House of Man 

1114—1153 Olaf I, the Red ... son of Godred I 
1153 — 1158 Godred II, the Black ... son of Olaf I; deposed 
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House of Argyll 

1 1 58—1164 Somerled ... husband of Ragnhild, daughter of Olaf I; son of Gillebride of Argyll 
— Ragnald ... bastard son of Olaf I; rival 1 164; deposed, died 1164 

House of Man 

1164—1187 Godred II, the Black ... restored 
1187—1116 Ragnald I ... bastard son of Godred II 
1116—1137 Olaf II, the Black ... son of Godred II 

— Godred, the Brown ... son of Ragnald I; rival 1130 
1137—1148 Harald I ... son of Olaf II 

1148— 1149 Ragnald II ... son of Olaf II 

1149— 1150 Harald II ... son of Godred, the Brown-, deposed 

1150— 1151 Ivar ... son of (?) Ivar, son of Godred II 

1151— 1165 Magnus ... son of Olaf II; Scottish vassal from 1164 

1165 — 1175 (to Scotland) 

1175 Godred III ... son of Magnus 

1175 — 1333 (to Scotland 1175; to England 1190; to Scotland 1193; to England 1196; to Scotland 1313; 
to England 1317; to Scotland 1318; to England 1333) 


House of Montague 
H33-I344 
1344-1391 
House of Scrope 
1391-1399 
House of Percy 
1399-1405 
House of Stanley 

1405-1414 

1414-1437 

I437-H59 
1459-1504 
1504—1511 
1511—1571 
i57i-i593 
H93-I594 
1594—1609 
1609—1611 
1611—1617 
1617—1651 
1651—1651 
House of Fairfax 
1651—1660 
House of Stanley 
1660—1671 


Kings and sovereign lords of Man 

William de Montague I ... son of William de Montague, earl of Salisbury 
William de Montague II ... son of William I; abdicated, died 1397 

William le Scrope ... son of Richard le Scrope; earl of Wiltshire; bought Man 

Henry Percy ... son of Henry de Percy; earl of Northumberland; deposed, died 1408 

John Stanley I ... son of William Stanley 

John Stanley II ... son ofjohn Stanley I 

Thomas Stanley I ... son ofjohn Stanley II 

Thomas Stanley II ... son of Thomas Stanley I; earl of Derby 

Thomas Stanley III ... son of George Stanley, son of Thomas Stanley II 

Edward Stanley ... son of Thomas Stanley III 

Henry Stanley ... son of Edward Stanley 

Ferdinando Stanley ... son of Henry Stanley 

(to England during succession dispute I4 ) 

William Stanley I ... son of Henry Stanley; abdicated, died 1647 

Elizabeth Vere ... wife of William Stanley I; daughter of Edward Vere, earl of Oxford 

James Stanley I ... son of William Stanley I and Elizabeth Vere 

(to England) 

Thomas Fairfax ... son of Ferdinando Fairfax; deposed, died 1671 
Charles Stanley ... son of James Stanley I 


14 The daughters of Ferdinando Stanley (the eldest being Anne, a potential heiress to Elizabeth I of England), 
were recognized as the rightful heirs in 1607, but their claims were bought out by their uncle William Stanley in 
1609. Before this, Henry Howorth, earl of Northampton (1607—1608) and Robert Cecil, earl of Salisbury 
(1608—1609) governed as interim lords of Man. 
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1672—1701 
1702—1736 
House of Murray 
1736-1764 

1764-1765 


William Stanley II ... son of Charles Stanley 
James Stanley II ... son of William Stanley II 

James Murray ... son of duke John of Atholl, son of marquess John of Atholl by Amelia, 
daughter of James Stanley I 

John Murray ... son of George Murray, brother of James Murray; husband of Charlotte, 
daughter of James Murray; abdicated, died 1774 
(to Great Britain 1765) 


THE ISLES (HEBRIDES) 

The kingdom of the Isles was carved out of the kingdom of Man by Somerled in 1156. Although Somerled 
had asserted himself as ruler of Man, his heirs lost control of that island. The kingdom of the Isles was often 
under the influence of Norway and Man, and the royal title was abandoned in 1130—1148 and after 1149. In 
1149 Ewen became a vassal of Scotland and the Norse king supported a rival, Dugald II, as king of the Isles. 
Angus MacDonald inherited the kingdom as Scottish vassal in 1166 and it remained in the hands of his 
descendants, although after c. 1371 the rulers of the Isles no longer claimed the royal title. The lordship was fully 
integrated into Scotland in 1493, although a grandson of the last lord rebelled in 1545 with English support. 

The names are given in standard English forms, followed by Gaelic forms in italics (the orthography is given 
in Middle Gaelic until c.noo, Modern Gaelic after c.iioo). 


House of Argyll 
1156—1164 
1164—1191 
1192 —C.I1I0 
c. 1110—1130 
1130 
1130— c.i 147 

c. 1147—1149 
1149—1166 
1166—1196 
1196—1199 
1199—1330 
1330-1387 
1387-1413 
1413-1449 
I449-I493 

1493-1545 

1545 


Kings and lords of the Isles (Hebrides) 

Somerled (Somairle) ... son of Gilla Brigte of Argyll; also Man 1158—1164 
Dugald I (Dubgall) ... son of Somerled 

Ragnald (Ragnall) ... son of Somerled; rival in Islay since 1164 
Donald I (Ddmhnall) ... son of Ragnald 
Uspak/Gillespie (Gilleasbuig) ... son of Dugald I 
Duncan (Donnchadh) ... son of Dugald I; rival since c.iiio 

— Dugald (Dubhghall), Screech ... son ofDugald I; rival c.mo—1135 
Ewen (Edghan) ... son of Duncan; deposed; rival 1149—1166; died c.1270 

Dugald II (Dubhghall) ... son of Rory (Ruaidhri), son of Ragnald; deposed, died 1168 
Angus I (Aonghus), the Great ... son of Donald (Ddmhnall), son of Ragnald 
Alexander I (Alasdair) ... son of Angus I; deposed, died 1308? 

Angus II (Aonghus), the Younger ... son of Angus I 

John I (Eoin) ... son of Angus II 

Donald II (Ddmhnall) ... son of John I 

Alexander II (Alasdair) ... son of Donald II 

John II (Eoin) ... son of Alexander II; deposed, died 1498 

— Angus (Aonghus) ... son of John II; rival 1480—1490 
(to Scotland) 

Donald III (Ddmhnall), Dubh ... son of Angus 
(to Scotland 1545) 


WALES (CYMRU) 

Due to its westerly location in southern Britain, Wales served as a haven for British nobles fleeing the raids 
and settlement of the Anglo-Saxons further east during the 5 th , 6 th , and 7 th centuries. Although Wales is a 
relatively small area, it became home to numerous royal lines claiming descent from late and post-Roman leaders 
in Britain. The northwestern kingdom of Gwynedd emerged as the leading power in the area fairly early: its 
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king Maelgwyn is recorded as the chief ruler of the British in a mid-d^-century source, and one of his sons 
became king of the Piets in northern Britain. In 815 the throne of Gwynedd was inherited by the Welsh royal 
House of Man, and by the 870s, it had asserted its rule over all of north Wales and even infiltrated south Wales 
as well. Although true unity remained elusive, the rulers of Gwynedd repeatedly asserted their rule or hegemony 
over other Welsh states, while occasionally forced to recognize English overlordship (for the first time in 918). 
By 1055 Grufifydd I asserted himself as the overlord of all Wales, although even he had to recognize English 
suzerainty and his kingdom fell apart after his death in 1063. Another possibility for unification a century later 
under Owain I in 1157, was similarly squandered with the ruler’s death in 1170. In the 13 th century the kings of 
Gwynedd succeeded in reasserting their leadership, and adopted the title “prince of Wales” to denote their rule 
over the entire land, while still engaged in a precarious relationship with the expansionist kings of England. 
When in 1176 and again in 1181 Llewelyn III the Last refused to pay homage to King Edward I of England, the 
English embarked upon a relentless campaign to subdue the Welsh. Welsh resistance was overcome and Wales 
was placed under English rule in 1184. From 1301, the eldest son and intended heir of the English king was 
given the title of “prince of Wales,” often together with jurisdiction over a significant portion of the region. The 
various other rulers of Welsh polities have been listed elsewhere (see Early Briton Rulers). 


House of Man 

815—844 
844—878 
878—916 
916—941 
941-950 
950-974 
& 950—969 

974-985 

985— 986 

986- 999 
999-1005 

1005—1013 

1013—1039 
1039—1063 
1063—1075 
& 1063—1070 
1075—1081 
1081—1137 
1137—1170 
1170 
1170—1173 
& 1170—1195 
& 1170—1190 
1195—1140 
1140—1146 
1146—1181 
& 1146—1155 
1181—1183 


Kings of Gwynedd and princes of Wales 

Merfyn, the Freckled ... son of Gwriad of Man by Essyllt, heiress of Gwynedd 
Rhodri I, the Great ... son of Merfyn; king of Powys 855 and Seisyllwg 871 
Anarawd ... son of Rhodri I 

Idwal, the Bald ... son of Anarawd; vassal of England from 918 
Hywel I, the Good ... son of king Cadell of Deheubarth, son of Rhodri I 
Iago I ... son of Idwal; deposed; rival 974—979; died 979: 

Ieuaf... son of Idwal; deposed, died 988 
Hywel II, the Bad ... son of Ieuaf; associated 974 
Cadwallon ... son of Ieuaf 

Maredudd ... son of king Owain of Deheubarth, son of Hywel I 
Cynan ... son of Hywel II 

Llywelyn I ... husband of Angharad, daughter of Maredudd; son of Seisyll, son of Elisedd, 
son of Anarawd 

Iago II ... son of Idwal, son of Meurig, son of Idwal 
Grufifydd I ... son of Llywelyn I; ruler of all Wales from 1055 
Bleddyn ... son of Cynfyn by Angharad, daughter of Maredudd 
Rhiwallon ... brother of Bleddyn 

Trahern ... husband of Nest, daughter of Llywelyn I; son of Caradog 
Grufifydd II ... son of Cynan, son of Iago II 
Owain I ... son of Grufifydd II; prince of the Welsh from 1157 
Hywel III ... son of Owain I 

Maelgwyn ... son of Owain I; in Anglesey; deposed, died 1174: 

Dafydd I ... son of Owain I; in east Gwynedd; deposed, died 1103 

Rhodri II ... son of Owain I; in west Gwynedd; deposed, died 1195 

Llywelyn II, the Great ... son of Iorweth, son of Owain I; prince ofWales from 1110 

Dafydd II ... son of Llywelyn II; prince of Wales 

Llywelyn III, the Last ... son of Grufifydd, son of Llywelyn II; prince of Wales 
Owain II, the Red ... brother of Llywelyn III; deposed; associated again 1277—1181? 
Dafydd III ... brother of Llywelyn III; prince of Wales; deposed, died 1183 
(to England 1183) 



